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ALFANATIC  

Coming Next Month 
 

Saturday, March 19 
 

AROC - Wisconsin Annual Meeting and Banquet 
at  

The Fox and Hounds,  
Hubertus, Wisconsin 

 
See Page 3 for Details and Signup 

 

Waiting for your new Giulia to arrive? You may need to wait a while longer. Details inside. 
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2016 Local, Regional, and International Events Calendar 

Anything missing? Send dates for events weôve missed and weôll include them in the next calendar. email: rabhalter@att.net 

  
February 13-21 Chicago Auto Show, McCormick Place, Chicago 
February 20-28 Milwaukee Auto Show, Wisconsin Center, Milwaukee 
March 3-13  Geneva International Motor Show, Geneva, Switzerland 
March 19  AROC-WI Annual Banquet & Business Meeting, Fox and Hounds 
March 11-13  Amelia Island Concours dôElegance, Amelia Island, Florida 
May 7   AROC-WI New Glarus Hillclimb, New Glarus, WI 
May 7   John Ehleôs ñMother May I?ò Spring Tour, johnehle@comcast.net  
May 13, 2016 Spring Vintage Weekend, Road America 
June  3-5, 2016 Concours dôElegance of Chicago, Northerly Island,  Chicago, Il 
June 15-19  SVRA Brickyard Vintage Racing International, Indianapolis, IN 
June 16-19  Weather Tech Chicago Region June Sprints, Road America 
June 16-19  AROC National Convention,  Nashville, TN 
June 18-19  The 24 Hours of LeMans 
June 23-26  Verizon Indy Car Series/ Pirelli World Challenge, Road America 
July 14-17  Weather Tech International Challenge with Brian Redman presented by  
   Hawk, Road America 
August 4-7  Continental Tire Road Race Showcase. Road America 
August 14  AROC-WI Italian Car and Motorcycle Show 
August 21  Pebble Beach Concours dôElegance 
August 25-27  NASCAR Xfinity  Series, Road America 
August 27-28  The Milwaukee Concours dôElegance and Saturday Club Day 
    Veterans Park, Milwaukee 
September 16-18 VSCDA Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival, Road America 
September 25-27 Alfa-Iowa Invasion, Des Moines Area 

 
PRESIDENTôS COLUMN 

 
Congratulations and thank you Bob Abhalter for your Alfas at Auction articles that 
have been appearing in the Alfa Owner and our beloved Alfanatic. I look forward to 
these articles and our highly regarded Alfanatic. We are blessed to have you and 
Chrystal as our chapter newsletter editors. On behalf of our club I want to express 
our thanks to the both of you for the great job you do. The time you spend and talent 
you share with our club and the Alfa community is much appreciated. 
 
You may recall that a memorial is planned for Tom Caulfield. I spoke a few weeks 
ago with Jackie Wood, Tomôs former neighbor who was spearheading the efforts for 
this. She reported that the bench has been ordered and she is in the process of gath-
ering a bit more money for the picnic table. She anticipates that the dedication cere-
mony will take place in late spring. I will keep you informed of further develop-
ments regarding the dedication ceremony at the park in Janesville.  
 
I hope to see you next month at our Annual Banquet and Business Meeting. With 
great food at a reasonable price, free dessert, door prizes, and a gathering of friendly 
Alfanatics, why would you not want to be there?  
 
Ciao, 
Gary 

mailto:rabhalter@att.net?subject=New%20Events%20for%20Calendar
mailto:johnehle@comcast.net
http://www.concourschicago.net/
http://over-the-top-tours.com/


 

 

Saturday March 19, 2016 
 

AROC-WI ANNUAL BANQUET & BUSINESS MEETING 

 
FOX & HOUNDS RESTAURANT & TAVERN 

1298 Friess Lake Road, Hubertus 
(262) 628-1111 

http://www.foxandhoundsrestaurant.com 
 

Please join us for an evening of fun and relaxation at a great venue. Relive the events of last year and enjoy 
great conversation with fellow Alfanatics.  With a wonderful atmosphere, moderate prices on great food, free 
dessert, and door prizes, why would you not want to join us? A very short business meeting with election of 
officers will follow dinner. Hope to see you there! 

 
5:30 ï 6:00 Cocktails at the bar (cash bar)  
6:00 ï 7:45  Dinner in the Hunt Room (upper room, small section, go left at the top of the stairs) 
7:45 ï 8:15  Very short business meeting w/election of officers followed by door prizes & continued      
  socializing 
 
Meal choices include: 
 
Char-grilled Tenderloin Filet ï 8 oz. juicy hand-cut, choice tenderloin served w/savory caramelized mush-
rooms and savory au jus, soup or salad, steamed vegetables, and your choice of potato. $21.50  

 
Grilled Salmon ï Fresh Atlantic salmon char grilled to perfection, then dressed in a creamy dill sauce. Served 
with vegetable rice pilaf, soup or salad, and steamed vegetables.  $20.50  

 
Tuscany Chicken ï Saut®ed chicken breast tossed with red peppers, fresh garlic, pea pods, red onions, sun 
dried tomatoes, penne pasta and mushroom herb sauce, steamed vegetables, and your choice of soup or sal-
ad. $20.50  

 
Fresh Vegetable Pasta Saut® ï Broccoli, zucchini, onion, carrot, pea pod, tomato, and squash tossed over a 
hot fire of roasted garlic, olive oil, and flavor rich herbs. Served over a bed of linguini pasta and garnished 
with Parmesan cheese. As delicious as it is beautiful. Also includes your choice of soup or salad. $18.00  

 
Beverage (coffee, tea or milk) is not included.  If you wish a beverage with your meal, please indicate 
so and include an additional $2.50 per person. 

All prices include: 18% gratuity (applied to the non-discounted price) and 5.6% sales tax 
Free Dessert: For those wishing a dessert following the meal, the club will pick up the cost. 

 
 

IMPORTANT: 
 

The restaurant wishes to know by Monday, March 13th both how many are coming and our food selections. 
 

Name(s):______________________________________     _______________________________________ 
 
Main selection: ________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Number of beverages @ $2.50 each: ___________$ Enclosed: __________Check#: __________ 
 
MAIL your selections and payment no later than Friday March 11th (checks made out to AROC-WI) to 
Randy Swanson, N66 W6684 Cleveland St, Cedarburg, WI 53012.  If you make a late decision to come, 
please contact Gary by March 16.. You may then pay Randy at the event.   

 
Questions: Contact Gary Schommer at alfaman@wi.rr.com or 262-252-3750 

http://www.foxandhoundsrestaurant.com/
mailto:alfaman@wi.rr.com


NEWSLETTER OF THE ALFA ROMEO OWNERS CLUB ï WISCONSINð FEBRUARY 2016 

PAGE 4 

Whoops!  
 

Alfa Romeo Development Plans Delayed Once 
More 
 
On January 27, FCA published its updated 
business plan, which to almost no oneôs sur-
prise included a delay in Alfa Romeoôs product 
development schedule. You will remember that 
the previous plan called for a ú 5 billion invest-
ment plan and the introduction of eight new 
Alfa models by 2018, with a global sales goal 
of 400,000 units. The revised plan, while reaf-
firming FCAôs commitment to the brand, drops 
any specific sales goals and delays the comple-
tion of new model introductions until 2020. 
 
As to the reasons behind the delay, manage-
ment blamed it partly on Chinaôs uncertain 
economic situation. Alfaôs market develop-
ment will now focus more strongly on the Eu-
ropean and North American markets. Another 
possible reason for the reschedule is the pre-
sent strong demand for Jeeps and the need to 
keep the pipeline for the hot-selling trucks and 
utility vehicles full and fresh. Development dollars 
have been rechanneled into the Jeep and Ram prod-
ucts. Not so lucky are the Chrysler 200 and Dodge 
Dart, neither of which have met expectations and are 
subject to being phased out or sub-contacted to other 
manufacturers in order to create manufacturing capac-
ity for the Jeeps. 
 
The new Giulia, introduced last June, has had to over-
come some ñtechnical issues.ò Production was to 
have begun last fall but was delayed. Sergio Mar-
chionne is quoted as saying that Giulia production 
will begin late this quarter and that the Quadrifo-
glio version will be in European showrooms by 
June. No further information was available about 
the ñnormalò versions. Presumably, this means that 
the flagship Giulia ñQuadò will arrive in the U.S. 
somewhat after its European introduction ï perhaps 
in the third quarter of this year. The mid-sized 
SUV based on the Giorgio platform is now sched-
uled for introduction late in 2016 or in early 2017, 
which probably translates to late 2017/early 2018 
in the U.S. The other projected models are all in 
line behind the Giulia and the SUV. 
 
Thus it now appears that the much-touted dedicated 
skunk-works sequestered in Modena failed to de-
liver a complete product as we still need to wait for 
all the mundane details to be worked out. In the 
end, the Giulia will have taken close to the normal 

amount of time to run through its development cycle 
and what was to be the 2015 Giulia will ultimately 
appear as a 2017 model. 
  
To sum up, your next new Alfa sports sedan or SUV 
is just ahead and still just a little bit out of reach. Itôs 
coming soon, just not soon enough, far enough into 
the future that the schedule may slip again. Be patient. 
 

 
Two Seater Drive Saturday, Feb 13 
 

н-Seaters hit the road to eat well, then visit the famous Wis-
consin Automotive Museum in Hartford, WI. 
 
Meet up: 
 - 11:30 am at PDQ, corner of Hwy M  and Q in Middleton, 
where we can carpool.  
 
 - 1:00 pm at Perc Place Restaurant, 43 N. Main Street, Hart-
ford, WIða block from the auto museum. 
 
 - 2:00 pm at Wisconsin Automotive Museum, 147 N. Rural 
Street , Hartford. 
 
Drive what you likeðall are most welcome. 
  
Please sign up by email to: choonlu29@gmail.com 
 
David Fisher - #608-233-1520 

http://wisconsinautomuseum.com/
mailto:choonlu29@gmail.com
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Giulietta Sprint Veloce Update 
January 2016 
 

By Tom Heinrich 
 
I have been promising our esteemed editor an update 
on the restoration of my ô58 750 Series Giulietta 
Sprint Veloce and am taking the opportunity on the 
flight back from Phoenix to get this completed. 
 
A little background is in order, as I havenôt provided 
an update in so long that most have probably forgot-
ten all about the project. Automobile Impresario and 
Industry Professional William Hall sold me the car 
approximately 6 years ago, as an ñeasyò restoration 
project.   
 
Nothing is Easy. 
 

 
750 Series Giulietta Sprint Veloce 06881, circa 2012 

 
Actually the car was in nice shape for a restoration 
candidate; the Previous Owner (PO) had started a res-
toration. Judging from receipts the engine has been re
-built and upgraded with a 1400 kit, brakes re-done, 
differential/rear axle has been painted and spiffed up, 
seats re-covered, carpet purchased. He had stripped 
most of the paint off the exterior. The tough work was 
at the rear of the car, where at some point in its life a 
large hole was cut in the top of each rear fender.  
What the plan was for these is a mystery that will re-
main lost to the mists of time. Installation of two Le 
Mans-type fuel caps is all I can figure, so as to pro-
vide a speedy fill of the large 21 gallon Veloce tank. 
 
Unfortunately they resulted in large ingress points for 
water with the resulting tin worm eating away the 
trunk floor, portions of the inner wheel liners, the out-
er edge of the wheel arches, and the lower ñvalanceò 
that stretches from the lower edge of each wheel arch 

around the bottom of the trunk opening (around the 
back of the car, under the trunk). Since the PO lived 
in the Appleton area at the time, he sourced replace-
ment panels from none other than Motion Products.  
They win Pebble Beach concours prizes, so what bet-
ter place to go? 
 
Unfortunately, the PO was not a welder and body 
man.  The resulting installation of said lower valance 
panel was a complete bodgeðand apparently ended 
his ñenjoymentò of the project.  His progress finished, 
and moving forward a decade or so, Mr. Hall ac-
quired the car and parts, and voila! Following an ex-
change of some legal tender, I have myself a project.   
 

 
Rear fender hole patch and mystery inlet pipe  
 
As my brother Rich performs welding and body work 
for a collector in Phoenix, plans were hatched, deals 
were made, and in late 2012 the car headed west for 
some proper love and attention.  Unfortunately, pro-
gress is slow as all this sheet metal work is incredibly 
time consuming.  Fettling commenced to fix the low-
er valance bodge and then life interfered and the next 
thing I knew the car was at a restoration shop.  Well, 
as anyone that has had a car at a restoration shop 
knows, there is some girding-of-the-loins required as 
the bills start coming fast and large.  But, progress 
was also being made:  the exterior was cleaned, body 
work done, primer sprayed, smoothing putty applied 
(alright, bondo).  Unfortunately the bodged lower val-
ance had caused some distortion in the rear of the car 
so that the trunk lid no longer fit.  Cut the lower val-
ance, perform some stretching, reinstall the lower val-
ance panel, and ñHey, it looks really good!ò   
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Fettling the lower valance bodge 
 

 
Tools of the trade for a body man.  Lots of pounding and bashing 
is involved. 

 
The next chapter of the saga involved the owner of 
the shop having a disagreement with the painter, who 
was cut loose from the shop.  Unfortunately, the body
-man was best friends with the painter so he cut loose 
too, and suddenly there were no skilled technicians 
left at the shop.  Progress halted. So, the car (and 
hopefully all its parts) were moved from the shop 
back to my brotherôs garage-workshop. 
 
At this point the car had been roughed into shape, but 
it still had no trunk floor.  Which is a pretty important 
component because it is what the gas tank suspends 
fromðsaid 21 gallon gas tank. Plus the floor adds 
general structural integrity to the back of the car.  
Plus, where are you going to stow the spare tire and 
luggage when taking a trip? 
 

 
Pro body & finishing work, post ñmassacreò  
 

 
Lower valance was so poorly installed that it pulled the rear 
sheet metal out of shape so that the truck lid no longer fit.  Val-
ance was cut away, a stretcher used to bring the car back into 
shape, and then the valance panel re-installed. 

 
Last yearôs trip to AZ was going to be the time when 
that trunk floor was going to be installed.  Well, not 
so fastðthere were no support frame rails from which 
to suspend the gas tank.  We had the tank support 
straps (lucky) and the rusted front and back end of 
one support rail.  Having those allowed their use as 
patterns (thanks Mr. Hall for pattern labor), and my 
brother Rich fabricated new gas tank supports.   
 
A check of an intact Sprint provided the locations for 
the support rails, and work commenced on trying to 
finish the Motion Products supplied trunk floor panel.  
 
An ñEasyò installation.  Not. 
 


