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ITALIAN COMMUNITY CENTER of MILWAUKEE  
http://www.iccmilwaukee.com/main.html  

631 E. Chicago Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 -5916 

414-223-2180 
 

Please join us for an evening of fun and relaxation at a great venue. Relive the events of last year and enjoy 

great conversation with fellow Alfanatics.  Located inside the Italian Community Center, Cafe La Scala of-

fers an array of delicious, fresh and seasonal Italian foods.   

 

With an inviting atmosphere, moderate prices on great food, and door prizes, why would you not want to join 

us? I hope to see all of you there!  

 

5:30 ï 6:00 PM: Cocktails at the bar (cash bar). Enter thru the lobby off the parking lot and go left down the  

               hallway. Bar and restaurant is on the right. 

6:00 ï 7:45 PM: Dinner for our group is in the MEMBERS ROOM (Across the hall from the restaurant) 
7:45 ï 8:15 PM: Very short business meeting w/election of officers followed by door prizes. 

8:15 &  beyond: Continued socializing. 

 

Meal choices will be from the menu: http://www.lascalamilwaukee.com/pranzo-cena-lunch-dinner-.html 

They have kindly agreed to provide individual/couple billing for your convenience.  

 

IMPORTANT: 
The restaurant wishes to know how many are coming.  

Please contact Gary Schommer at alfaman@wi.rr.com or 262-252-3750 by Wednesday, March 18 

Questions or last minute changes: Contact Gary Schommer. 

http://www.iccmilwaukee.com/main.html
http://www.lascalamilwaukee.com/pranzo-cena-lunch-dinner-.html
mailto:alfaman@wi.rr.com
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2015 Local, Regional, and International Events Calendar 

February 14-22 Chicago Auto Show, McCormick Place, Chicago 
February 21-March 1 Greater Milwaukee Auto Show, Wisconsin Center 
March 5-15  85th Annual International Motor Show, Geneva, Switzerland 
March 13-15  Amelia Island Concours dôElegance, Amelia Island, FL  
March 21  AROCïWisconsin Annual Banquet and Business Meeting, Italian Community  
   Center of Milwaukee.  
May 2   AROCïWisconsin, Das Kurze Klausenrennen, 27th Hillclimb and Tour,   
   New Glarus, WI 
May 2ï3  SCCA Majors Tour, Blackhawk Farms Raceway, S. Beloit, IL 
May 15   SVRA Spring Vintage Weekend, Road America 
June 11-14  SVRA Brickyard Vintage Racing International, Indianapolis, IN 
June 11-14  WeatherTech Chicago Region SCCA June Sprints, Road America 
June 13-14  The 24 Hours of LeMans 
June 24  AROCïWisconsin, Tom Heinrichôs 2nd Annual BBQ and Car Show, Lift, Inc. HQ 
June 24  105th Anniversary of the founding of A.L.F.A. 
June 24-28  Alfamiglia Nordest, Alfa Romeo Owners Club National Convention, Rhode Island 
June 25  Goodwood Festival of Speed 
June 26-28  Pirelli World Challenge, Road America 
July 10-11  21st Annual Millers at Milwaukee, Milwaukee Mile, West Allis, WI 
July 12   Indycar ABC Supply Wisconsin 250, Milwaukee Mile, West Allis, WI 
July 16-19  The Hawk with Brian Redman, Vintage Racing, Road America 
July 24-26  SVRA U.S. Vintage Grand Prix (& Alfas at the Glen), Watkins Glen, NY 
August 2(t)  AROCïWisconsin, Italian Car and Motorcycle Show, Milwaukee, WI 
August 6-9  Continental Tire Road Race Showcase, Road America 
August 8  Alfa Demo Day at Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum, Philadelphia, PA  
August 16  Pebble Beach Concours dôElegance, Monterey, CA 
August 16-20  Ferrari Club of America International Meet, Monterey, CA 
August 27-29  NASCAR XFINITY Series, SCCA Pro TransAm, Road America 
August 22-23  Milwaukee Masterpiece, Veterans Park, Milwaukee 
September 11-13 VSC Hillclimb and Concours, Ephraim, Wisconsin 
September 11  Goodwood Revival 
September 18-20 VSCDA Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival, Road America 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

 
It is winter in Wisconsin and like most of us, my Alfa 

is hibernating in the garage. It seems a long way off 

until that first drive in the spring. Until then, I find 

other ways of getting my Alfa-fix. These include: 

¶ Read old car magazines with Alfa Romeo road 

tests 

¶ Rent The Graduate (See the trailer: http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6Dkmw_Pajw ) 
¶ Review my ownerôs manual  

¶ View the DVD, Alfa Romeo - Victory by Design  

¶ Check out the 4C at Bergstrom Alfa   

¶ Go through my many photos with special empha-

sis on the National Conventions  

¶ Open up the CAR JACKETÈ to sneak a peak 

 

I could go on. While such coping mechanisms have 

been proven to help with Alfa Deprivation Syndrome 

(ADS) there is something significant missing: the 

ability to talk Alfa-Speak one-on-one with other 

Alfanatics. So, break out of the winter doldrums and 

join us next month at our Annual Banquet & Busi-

ness Meeting on Saturday, March 21. Catch up on the 

latest with fellow Alfanatics who are every bit as in-

teresting as their cars. Please mark your calendars 

now. I hope to see all of you there!  

 

If you have any other ideas on how to get that Alfa-

fix in the interim, please advise. March 21 seems like 

a long way off. 

 

Ciao, 

Gary  

 

 

 

http://www.chicagoautoshow.com/
https://www.ameliaconcours.org/event-schedule.aspx
http://www.simeonemuseum.org/
http://milwaukeemasterpiece.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6Dkmw_Pajw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6Dkmw_Pajw
http://www.carbag.com/products
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The First 4Cs in Wisconsin 
 

By Bob Abhalter 
 

The phone rang Thursday afternoon. It was long-time 

Club member Roy Ferrari. Would I be interested in 

taking a drive with him to Appleton tomorrow? He 

had received a call from the dealer and their first two 

4Cs had just arrived. We could be among the first to 

see them but we had to move quickly as they were 

both sold and no one knew when their owners would 

show up to claim them. A quick check of the calendar 

and I was signed up for the trip. Next morning, Fri-

day, January 16, I got up at zero-dark-thirty to make 

the trip from Kenosha to Royôs home in Elm Grove. 

The plan was to leave there around 7:30 in order to 

arrive at the dealership around 9 AM. 

My drive up went well and by 7:30 Roy and I were on 

the way to pick up the third member of our Alfa-

welcoming committee, Royôs friend Dave Curro, Di-

rector of the North Central Region of the Ferrari Club 

of America. A few minutes later we were on the road, 

busy getting acquainted and looking forward to the 

morningôs visit. 

 

The Appleton branch of the Bergstrom ñempireò is 

quite impressive. The campus, spread over its vast 

acreage along Victory Lane adjacent U.S. 41 at the 

Northland Avenue exit, boasts 10 separate dealership 

buildings selling just about any mainstream import 

you might want. But thatôs not all. If I got my notes 

right, Bergstrom operates 26 facilities in Wisconsin 

housing 38 dealerships. Itôs hard to think of a brand, 

foreign or domestic, they donôt sell. That thought is 

supported by the significant number of billboards we 

saw along route 41 both coming and going. 

 

Bergstrom Premium Motorcars is the dealership home 

to Alfa Romeo. Our marque shares floor space with 

Jaguar, Land Rover, Volvo, Porsche, and Maserati. 

We were greeted by Royôs contact, Sales Consultant 

Ted Hoff who immediately recognized me as ñthe 

guy who keeps slamming Bergstromò in the Alfanat-

ic. Good sport that he is, he let me stay anyway. Ted 

explained that the cars had only just arrived the day 

before and had not yet been prepped for delivery. We 

were the very first non-employees to see the cars, still 

resident in the dealershipôs service bay, an assertion 

supported by Sales Manager Bob Simon. The rules 

were simple: basically, we could look, but not touch. 

 

Itôs easy to like the Bergstrom staff. Ted has been 

there several years and was recruited by his good 

friend Bob. He is trained as a specialist on all the 

brands sold at the dealership, including Alfa Romeo, 

and has worked hard to get information from FCA on 

availability but admits that it has been difficult. His 

loyalty to the organization is such that he took excep-

tion to my published comments suggesting that Berg-

strom was not up on the curve, Alfa-wise, and I admit 

that I may have been too harsh considering that not 

many other dealerships were able to do much better. 

They were one of the first Maserati dealers to receive 

their 4Cs. Bergstromôs service staff has been trained 

to support the cars and there is additional training 

scheduled for both sales and service people. The sign-

age is in place and space has been allocated for the 

future Alfa showroomðbetween the Volvos and the 

Maseratis. 

Oh, the cars. They were back in the service bay await-

ing their pre-delivery servicing: two gleaming and 

Alfaôs new home in Wisconsin 

Ted Hoff (r) discusses the finer points with Roy Ferrari and 

David Curro. 
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sexy Rosso Launch Editions, numbers 158 and 115 of 

the 500 available, with black leather and microfiber 

upholstery, the $1,800 ñCustomer Preferred Pack-

ageò, and a $400 Alfa Red car cover. All told, the 

MSRP is $71,895, including the destination charge. 

Ted explained that Bergstromôs policy would be to 

sell the cars at no more than sticker price. We nosed 

around as much as possible checking over the details. 

They are indeed appealing cars and it was hard to re-

strain ourselves. They just begged to be sat in and 

driven, but that was not to be. I doubt there will be 

too many demonstrators available for mere mortals 

for some time to come. 

Ted explained that both cars had been spoken for, one 

by Mr. Bergstrom himself, and the other by his good 

friend. The dealership has another car allocated, but 

delivery timing, color, and other details were un-

known. He added that the Bergstrom car would be 

driven, enjoyed, and used for promotional purposes 

for six months, at which time it would be resold. Up-

on hearing this, Royôs response was simple: ñI want 

that car.ò A brief discussion ensued, and in the end a 

deposit was left with the dealer. Mission accom-

plished. This seems like a pretty savvy deal for Roy, 

as waiting six months allows one to skip a lot of foul 

weather and opens up to prime time for driving in 

Wisconsin.  

 

It is apparent that Bergstromôs personnel favor a 

hands-on approach to marketing. They were very ef-

fective at getting the good news out to their prospects. 

As we left the bay another group of would-be 4C 

owners were being ushered in for a viewing. We met 

still others outside, and club members Ralph and Vic-

ki Wells sent me pictures of their visit. They live only 

4.5 miles from the dealer, but lamented that we had 

somehow beaten them. President Schommer made his 

visit over the weekend. All told, it was a day well 

spent. Alfa is back in Wisconsin! 

The price of admission 

Roy with his future acquisition 

Ralph and Vicki Wells pose with the car of the hour. The ñofficeò  Gary Schommer Photo 


